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What is DX Marathon?

THE FASTEST GROWING HAM RADIO 
DX PROGRAM TODAY!

In 2022 DX Marathon grew at +46%
In 2023 DX Marathon grew at +50%
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DX Marathon history

Originated in 1939 by Radio 

Magazine, CQ’s predecessor

Suspended in 1940 due to WWII

Resumed by CQ staff in 1948 

Dropped in 1949 
due to CQWW and DXCC

Resurrected in 2005 by 
W9KNI and CQ Magazine 

to encourage activity by DXers
who have worked ’em all

Bob Locher
W9KNI
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DX Marathon “Hero”

Originated in 1939 by Radio 

Magazine, CQ’s predecessor

Suspended in 1940 due to WWII

Resumed by CQ staff in 1948 

Dropped in 1949 
due to CQWW and DXCC

Resurrected in 2005 by 
K9EL and CQ Magazine 

to encourage activity by DXers
who have worked ’em all

John Sweeney
K9EL



The DX Marathon
Board of Directors

August 2022

WC3W  Mark Wohlschlegel- Chairman
• PY5EG Atilano Oms
• KB0EO Dan Soderlund
• K2ZJ John Carioti
• N3SL Steve Larsen
• K9NU Paul Defelice

• W9KNI Bob Locher  (Emeritus)
• K9EL John Sweeney (Emeritus)   

      



August 2022

• Africa   CT3MD Jose Vasconcelos
• Asia    JA0DAI Shin-Ichi Watanabe
• Middle East A92GE David Smith
• Europe   OK2PAY Lada Prajsner
• Europe   PA2LO Gert van Loo
• North Am  KI1U Michael Corey
• North Am  K0XM Chuck Kraly
• Oceania  YB5QZ   Anton Iriawan
• Oceania  VK3KTT   Steve Maggala
• South Am  CX6VM Jorge Diaz Furest

   

      

The DX MARATHON
  Advisory Board of Directors



The DX Marathon
Operating Managers

August 2022

• Program Administrator & CEO WC3W  Mark 
Wohlschlegel

• Scoring Manager WO7R  Larry Loen
• IT Manager KI2D  Sebastian Delmont
• Communications Manager K2CIB John Samuels
• Rules & Compliance Manager W4OX- Doug 

McDuff
• Data Analysis & Reports Manager- AD1C- Jim 

Reisert  
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What is DX Marathon?

An annual DXCC + WAZ chase

One big advantage: confirmations are not required

An excellent reason (excuse?) to get on the air and work DX

Compete with others or with yourself: beat last year’s score

No complicated rules

A year-long global event 
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How does it work?

DXCC plus 6 WAE entities: 
1. Italian Africa – IG9/IH9 AF-019/AF-018
2. GM/Shetland Islands EU-012
3. IT – Sicily EU-025
4. TA1 – European Turkey
5. 4U1VIC – ITU in Vienna, Austria
6. JW – Bear Island IOTA EU-027

Participation is easy: 
get on the air and chase DX as usual

At the end of the year, complete the entry 
form and upload to the DX Marathon website
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Why participate?

Let’s face it: for us, ham radio is DXing

DX Marathon challenges us to 
work the world every year

No multipliers or complicated formulas, 
no QSL cards required

Provides that extra incentive to remain active

Ideal for clubs … but competition is optional: 
self-improvement is the main goal
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Eligible/Ineligible  Frequencies

• Any authorized ham radio frequency  from 6m-160m 
including WARC bands

• Contacts through repeaters or satellites are not allowed for 
credit

• Contacts with maritime or aeronautical mobile stations not 
allowed

• All contacts must be made entirely over amateur radio 
frequencies – i.e., Echolink-type or DMR contacts allowed
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DX Marathon classes

•Full license limitsUnlimited
• 100 watt maximum
• Yagi’s with booms no longer than 16 feet, 

mounted no higher than 50 feet e.g. typical 3 ele
tribander

Limited
•100 watt maximum
•No gain antennas: simple wires and verticalsFormula 
•5 watt maximum
•Same antennas as LimitedQRP
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DX Marathon categories

Single band / All band
• Focus on a single band 6 through 160 meters, including 

60 meters

Single mode / All mode
•Challenge yourself or friends by maximizing your score on CW, 

phone or digital.   
• Digital includes RTTY, PSK, JT and FT modes – and anything else that 

might be invented!

Club leagues
• An excellent tool to motivate and up-skill club members
• Compete among members and against other clubs
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DX Marathon simplicity

Simple rules

•Use a single TX/RX site  (station location)

•No multiple sites, no multiple remotes, no web SDR receivers

•A remote site is OK so long as it is the only site you use

•Operating your home station locally or remotely is OK provided it is your only site

• If you use than one site during the year, you can submit scores separately for each site 

See 
www.dxmarathon.com 

•Simply count up the total number of 
countries and zones logged in the year

•No multipliers, bonuses or subtractions

Simple scoring
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DX Marathon New Website
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DX Marathon New Website
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DX Marathon New Website
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DX Marathon New Website
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VERIFICATION

Honor system with very few infractions

DX stations may be contacted to verify 
logged QSOs if no online log exists

Any participant who violates the rules 
risks disqualification

When scoring is complete, the annual results 
write-up and plaques & certificates are prepared
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Awards 
30 wooden plaques 120 certificates

These are free annual awards, 
thanks to our generous donors
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Wall plaques

• Unlimited, Limited, Formula 100w & Formula 5w classes

• Continental winners

• 6 through 160 meter band leaders

• Top CW, phone and digital scores

• Top NA CW score

• Top EU CW score



24

Certificates

Top in each zone

Top in each continent 
by mode

Top score in each 
participating country

Top VE by call area

Top USA by call area 
and class
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Unlimited class: Northern Illinois DX Association
Limited class: Northern Illinois DX Association
Formula class, 100 Watts: Northern Illinois DX Association
Formula class, 5 watts or less: Jeff, KE9V

Top CW-only score: The CW Operators Club
Top phone-only score: Collins Amateur Radio Club in Memory of Art Collins, W0CXX
Top digital-only score: Bill, K2TQC

Top score in Africa: Dane Norvarlic, S53T
Top score in Asia: YBLand DXing Passion  
Top score in Europe: Gert, PA2LO
Top score in North America: The Metro DX Club
Top score in Oceania: Col, Northeast Radio Group (NERG)
Top score in South America: ARAUCARIA DX GROUP !

Top CW-only score in North America: The CW Operators Club
Top CW-only score in Europe: The CW Operators Club

Top scores for 10, 12, 15, 17, 20, 30, 40 and 80m: ARAUCARIA DX GROUP - 
Top score for 60m: anonymous sponsor

Thank you!!!

Sponsors & Financials
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Cycle 25
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My vision for growth
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2023/2022 Results

• 1769 (1182) Submission/327K (216K) QSO’s
• 289 Entities + 40 zones = max score 329 (307)
• 99 Entries over 300 (13)
• Overall error rate 2.0%  (2.7%)

• Most frequent errors:
• Wrong zone – 26%     (17%)
• Invalid calls -  35%    (21%)
• Wrong country – 29% (12%)
• Pirates- 3%        (*28%-Russ)
• Not in Log-  6%           (16%)

• 65% were Unlimited
• 5% were single-band
• 36% were single-mode

Top 3 Club Scores
YB LAND INDONESIA 50208
RIO DX GROUP- BRAZIL 21358
SOUTHEASTERN DX CLUB 13438

Unlimited IK0OZD 329 30 Meters PY2XU 289
Limited SV2AEL 324 40 Meters W9KNI 275

Formula 100 OK2FD 315 60 Meters W1NG 195
Formula 5 WG5G 313 80 Meters PP5JR 238

CW OK2PAY 309 160 Meters K7ZV 119
CW-N America K5BG 290 Zone 3 N6RV 323

Phone PY4JW 275 Zone 5 K2JL 322
Digital N3SL 320 Zone 9 HK3W 314

6 Meters F5UKW 201 Africa CT3MD 317
10 Meters PY2LCD 316 Asia TA2LG 319
12 Meters IK0YVV 315 Europe IK0OZD 329
15 Meters PY5EG 297 North America K9EL 325
17 Meters K2TQC 318 Oceania YB5QZ 322
20 Meters VE3VEE 320 South America PY7ZZ 316
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Single Mode
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Scores above 300 in 2023
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Scores above 300 in 2023
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DX Marathon 2024
• Slight modification in the categories

• Youth Overlay 

• YL Overlay

• Club Competition Restructuring

• Super Marathon Award- John Sweeney K9EL

• DX Marathon Challenge

Feedback, comments and 

suggestions are welcome: 

please email  

wc3w@dxmarathon.com
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INTERVIEW

• https://youtu.be/g2yR-too7pI

https://youtu.be/g2yR-too7pI


36

Thank you!

Questions?

Email: wc3w@dxmarathon.com


