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The Lake Washington Ham Club recommends ICOM radios because :

· The equipment is of very high quality

· The corporate and service center is located on 116th in Bellevue, WA
· Most all LWHC members know how to program these radios

· ICOM America is a long time sponsor of the LWHC and specifically supports kids

The LWHC recommends the V82 as a starting handheld radio.
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The V82 is a very rugged radio that can survive drops and rough handling. It is very easy to program and can be upgraded to digital capability. The V82 has a strong, long, battery life. It has excellent transmission and receive qualities.  The radio sells for around $139 at Ham Radio Outlet in Portland with a $10 ICOM rebate and can be purchased on line.
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The LWHC recommends the IC 2200H as a starting home base and mobile radio.

Some beginning hams purchase a base radio in addition to a handheld radio.  A base radio like the IC2200H produces 65 watts of power as compared to the 5-7 watts of power a handheld can produce.
Base radios require a power supply and a small outside antenna for best performance.  Base radios allow the listener to clearly hear your communications. Numerous LWHC members have ICOM base radios.
Some beginning hams purchase a mobile radio to install in their vehicle. The IC2200H is an excellent mobile radio.  If you view the LWHC web page on mobile installations you will see what a mobile installation looks like. The IC2200H has the capacity to also be a digital radio in addition to an FM analogue.  Having a mobile radio in a vehicle gives the control operator much more range away from the repeater. Under Washington State Law radio operators can drive and also talk on the mobile radio legally as the cell phone driving requirements do not apply to mobile radio operators. 

The radio sells for around $159 at Ham Radio Outlet in Portland with a $20 ICOM rebate and can be purchased on line.

The LWHC is also sponsored by ALINCO, USA

The LWHC also recommends the DJ175T as a starting handheld radio.

[image: image3.emf]The DJ175T is a good starting radio for beginning hams because it is simple to use.  Alinco USA has been a long time supporter of the LWHC and specially supports kids.  One of the reasons some members have purchased Alinco radios is just because the radio looks different from the ICOMS. Alinco makes a terrific 1.25 meter mobile base and mobile radio. Alinco also makes a terrific 6 meter FM mobile base and mobile radio.  The DJ175T radio sells for around $110 at Ham Radio Outlet in Portland and can be purchased on line.

Alinco also makes the DJS11T, a sub-miniature hand held radio.
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The DJS11T is 350 mill watts and operates on standard AA batteries.  The antenna folds into the radio making the radio very compact. It is a great close range radio. It DOES NOT have a key pad for sending DTMF tones to operate IRLP. The radio sells for around $96 at Ham Radio Outlet in Portland and can be purchased on line.

A word about Yaesu and Kenwood radio equipment.  
Like ICOM and ALINCO, Yaesu and Kenwood both make great radios; however, neither company sponsors the LWHC.  Their service centers are not local.  Both Yaesu and Kenwood radios program slightly different from the ICOM or the ALINCO, meaning few LWHC members can help you with a Kenwood or a Yaesu radio.
